


òTo the angel of 
the church in 

Pergamum writeéó

The compromising church



òAnd to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has 
the sharp two-edged sword says this: ôI know where you dwell, where 
Satanõs throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My 

faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was 
killed among you, where Satan dwells. ôBut I have a few things against 
you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, 
who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of 

Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 
ôSo you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans. ôTherefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and 
I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth. ôHe who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him 
a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows 

but he who receives it.ó
(Revelation 2:12ð17) 

The Letter to Pergamum



General Background on Pergamum

ÅName derived from òfortressó, òheightó. 
ÅLegend says it was built by Hercules
ÅLocated in modern Bergama, Turkey
ÅOne of the most important cities in 

Asia Minor ðcapital of the Asia 
province
ÅArchaeological evidence dates to the 

Bronze Age (3100 -1200 B.C)
ÅHad the 2nd largest library in the world
ÅRenown for its temples to Augustus, 

Athena, and an extravagant temple for 
Zeus Soter (savior)
ÅLikely THE center of emperor 

worship



òThe One with the Shard Two-Edged Swordéó

The governorõs residence used to be in Pergamum and he alone held 
the right of capital punishment. The sharp two-edged sword of Christ 
mentioned in the greeting (2:12) and in the threat (2:16) is contrasted 
implicitly with the ôswordõ of the governor. Jesus is the one who has 

the ultimate authority and power over life and death. Unlike Smyrna 
that was comforted with its description of Jesus (the one who was 
dead and has come to life), Pergamum is reminded of Jesusõ authority 

and judgment.



òThe One with the Shard Two-Edged Swordéó

òFrom His mouth comes a sharp sword, so 
that with it He may strike down the nationsó 

(Revelation 19:15) 



òWhere Satanõs Throne iséó

Temple of Zeus stood on a hill 800 feet above the 
city and could be seen for miles. Could this be what 

Jesus was referring to?


